
“Strong contrasts and intense 
colours challenge the classic!” 

Alina Tsolakakis

How do you escape from the symbolism of a place? How do you 
combine modern design characteristics with the history of a 

location? How do you create something totally unique by 
escaping stereotypes and cliches? Avant Garde Suites is the 

answer to all of the above.

PROJECT: AVANT GARDE SUITES
Hotel Design & Concept Development by Alina Tsolakakis
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THE CONCEPT
In Akrotiri, a place where the history 
of the island comes to life, Alina 
Tsolakakis did not hesitate to avoid the 
trivial and to craft and materialise a totally 
contemporary unit. Avant Garde Suites 
is all that its name suggests and stands 
out for its funky ambience and high-end 
services.

THE REALISATION
White and the earthen tones of 
Santorini are the characteristic colours 
dominating the hotel’s exterior, creating 
the impression that Avant Garde Suites 
is at one with its environment, yet the 
biggest surprise can be found in its 
interiors. Bright colours and genuine 
contemporary designer furniture by the 
likes of  Philippe Starck, Karim Rashid 

QUICK FACTS 
Avant Garde Suites 
Akrotiri, Santorini 
Hotel Design & Concept Development
by Alina Tsolakakis
Number of rooms: 9
Period of operation: April-October
Project duration: 1 year 
Project materialisation: 6 months 

and Fabio Novembre have been 
purposefully selected to  frame the room 
as well as to enhance the sense of the 
hotel’s modern character. Multi-coloured 
sofas and armchairs, brightly coloured 
chequered floorings instead of the usual 
black & white and funky detailing make 
up the hotel’s interiors, creating an 
interesting contrast with the 
whitewashed walls.

The huge, unusually shaped outdoor 
pool offers a unique view of the caldera 
and the Aegean and is the centrepiece of 
the Funky Lounge, which wasn’t named 
so purely by chance, while the comfy 
sofas and Qui est Paul chairs create the 
perfect setting for total relaxation and 
enhance the feeling of luxury. The illumi-
nated furniture and bar are of particular 
interest and all come from Casamania.
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