“Nature and technology moving
towards sustainability”
Alina Tsolakakis
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Hotel Design & Concept Development
by Alina Tsolakakis
The past of Crete meets the present at the
Olive Green Hotel, where guests can experience
a luxurious stay that pays the utmost respect to
the environment and in which they are offered
authentic Cretan hospitality. A city apartment was
transformed into an ultra-modern hotel capable
of meeting the needs of the most demanding
traveller.
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Olive Green

Herakleion, Crete

Photography © Christos Drazos

THE CONCEPT

The Olive Green Hotel combines the two
faces of Crete in every aspect, from its name
and philosophy to the way it operates. The
two words that make up its name are the
basic pillars of its vision:‘olive’ symbolizes the
Cretan traditions while ‘green’ reflects its
environmental policy.

THE REALISATION

The modern architectural style and
contemporary design were strategically chosen so as to reflect the hotel’s city
character, while the sophisticated infrastructure and high-end services bring total satisfaction to today’s traveller. Alina Tsolakakis
and her team carried out a virtual simulation
of the hotel and within a 7,5 month period
created a unit which was an exact replica
of the renderings. The olive tree plays a
leading role, from the hotel’s logo which is
a modern version of a Minoan seal to the
interior decor with images of Crete from the
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Number of rooms: 48
Period of operation: Open all year
Project duration: 1 year
Project materialisation: 7,5 months

dedicated photoshoot that Alina Tsolakakis
undertook in collaboration with the photographer Christos Drazos. Images which were
captured from points of interest just one
hour away from Herakleion now grace the
hotel’s rooms. The functionality of the space
and the utilization of every square metre was
a basic request and within that context, the
design of the rooms was carried out so as
to appear larger than their actual size. The
100% eco-friendly building is clear evidence
of how a philosophy can become a reality,
such as being energy self-sufficient, with the
greater part of its energy needs being met
from within. Alina Tsolakakis also crafted the
conceptualisation and materialisation of the
two restaurants belonging to Olive Green:
the Liotrivi, a space resembling a traditional
olive press where breakfast is served, and the
626 All Day Lounge & City Garden, a
versatile all-day restaurant. On completion
of the unit, Alina Tsolakakis curated the hotel
photoshoot and video which perfectly
conveyed the unique guest experience.

